The Centralization of Total Joint Arthroplasty in New York State An Analysis of 168,247 Cases.
We identified 168,247 total hip and total knee arthroplasties performed in New York State between 2010 and 2012 to examine the evidence for increased geographical and institutional centralization of these procedures. We measured the increased growth of high volume institutions as compared to lower volume hospitals in New York State. We found a high proportion of total arthroplasties already performed in the dozen biggest hospitals in New York back in 2010 and a significant higher growth of these high volume, "centers of excellence," hospitals when compared to low volume hospitals.